
Intellectual Property and Publication Waiver Process
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Contract 
received 

with 
restrictions – 

initial 
negotiations to 

remove 
restrictive 
language 

occur

SRCC and TTO again negotiate with sponsor to remove restrictive language

End – No waiver 
needed

Sponsor accepts or declines 
requested revisions

1) If  intellectual property 
restrictions then,  Technology 
Transfer Office (TTO) will review, 
edit and provide rationale for 
requested revisions.

2) If publication restrictions 
then,  SRCC will review, edit 

and provide rationale for 
requested revisions 

Revisions are accepted

Revisions are declined

3) If both then,  SRCC and 
TTO will review, edit and 

provide rationale for 
requested revisions 

PI submits waiver to 
department/college 

for consideration 
and possible 

approval
Department and

College
decline waiver

Department and
College

approve waiver

Proceed with submitting waiver for 
approval

End – No waiver needed – 
Agreement decline

SRCC and/or 
TTO submits 
waiver to the 
Vice President 

for Research for 
consideration

VP for Research
approves waiver. Notifies SRCC 

and/or TTOIf needed, 
Vice President 
for Research 

requests 
additional 

information

Agreement Signed 
by SRCC

Agreement Declined 
by SRCC

Sponsored Research 
Contracting and Compliance 
(SRCC) negotiates to remove 

restrictive language from 
award.

Negotiations 
Unsuccessful

Negotiations 
Successful

End – No waiver 
needed

Classified  
Research?

END
No waiver available – 

Project declined/award 
not received

All other 
types 

of 
sponsored

projects

Privileged 
Research?

Determine type of 
project:

  1) Research
  2) Instruction
  3) Other If 1 proceed

with waiver

If 2 or 3
End – No waiver 

needed

Waiver process 
approvals required:

1) Intellectual 
Property 
2) Publication
3) Both 

Excerpts from the University Senate Policy Fi le p. 107-108, dated July 2017 :
2.1 - Privileged research may be acceptable under the following conditions: a. Brief delays in the publication of research for patenting or other propriety purposes (one year maximum on 
approval of the Associate Vice for Research or for sponsor review and comment on manuscripts (not to exceed 90 days) provided that no sponsor agree that no changes in the 
manuscript be made without the consent of the author; b. Protection of specifically identified proprietary information essential for the conduct of the research that is disclosed to the 
San Diego State University investigator by an outside sponsor, person, or entity under the terms of a confidentiality agreement between the investigator, the San Diego State University 
Research Foundation, and the owner of the intellectual property; c. Maintenance of confidentiality in certain research-related activities primarily undertaken as a service (e.g., certain 
subcontracted clinical trial studies) wherein the project director certifies in advance that the activity is not primarily “research” and the results are not independently publishable (on 
approval of the President of the university or designee).
2.2 No thesis or dissertation shall be accepted as the basis for a degree if it is subject to restraints imposed by privileged research.
3.0 In national emergencies, the President of the university may elect to accept classified research upon the recommendations by the Dean of the College, the University Research 
Council, and the Vice President for Research.

Does Academic
Senate Policy 2.2*

Apply?

Does Academic
Senate Policy 2.1 or 3.0*

apply?

VP for Research
declines waiver. Notifies SRCC 

and/or TTO

https://www.foundation.sdsu.edu/pdf/srcc_procedure_classification_grants.pdf
https://www.foundation.sdsu.edu/pdf/srcc_ip_publication_waiver_request.pdf
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